
 
 
 
 
 

Princeton ISD English I Pre-AP English 

Dear English I Pre-AP Students, 

Welcome to Princeton High School’s Pre-AP English program. This Pre-AP course serves as a 

foundation for Advanced Placement classes available junior and senior years of high school. In 

this Pre-AP class, you will be reading extensively from a variety of complex texts as well as writing 

in a variety of genres. The expectations and demands of the Pre-AP curriculum are more rigorous 

than on-level courses. Required Summer Reading is one component of the Pre-AP curriculum. 
 

The purpose of summer reading is to promote wide reading of notable literature and to 

further develop life-long reading skills. This summer reading and subsequent assignment will help 

you thoroughly understand the setting, characters, conflict, and theme/message in the novel you 

have chosen. In addition to reading the book, you will be creating a double entry journal 

with your comments, discoveries, and understandings as you read. All Pre-AP English I students 

will complete a summer reading assignment (due August 19th) along with various activities which 

will be completed within the first three-four weeks of school. 
 

If you have questions about the assignment please contact Tina Mauldin at Princeton High 

School (469) 952-5400 prior to the end of the school year. You may email 

tmauldin@princetonisd.net with questions at any time. 
 

DUE DATES 
 

 Bring your book with you to school on the first day of class. 

 The attached Summer Reading Assignment is due the first Monday of the school year 

(August 19th). Points will be deducted for assignments turned in late. 

 We will use this book for the first 2-3 weeks of school, so be sure to read it thoroughly. 
 
**Be sure to read this entire packet. There are specifics regarding the assignment and 
additional instructions throughout. 
 

Required Reading Brief Synopsis 

Unwind 
BY: NEAL SHUSTERMAN 

 

 

The Second Civil War was fought over reproductive rights. The 
chilling resolution: Life is inviolable from the moment of 
conception until age thirteen. Between the ages of thirteen and 
eighteen, however, parents can have their child "unwound," 
whereby all of the child's organs are transplanted into different 
donors, so life doesn't technically end. Connor is too difficult 
for his parents to control. Risa, a ward of the state, is not 
enough to be kept alive. And Lev is a tithe, a child conceived 
and raised to be unwound. Together, they may have a chance to 
escape and to survive.  
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SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT: 
 

Directions: Read the novel and keep a double entry journal (DEJ) of quotes as you are 

reading. You must have at least three significant quotes for each of the following elements 

of fiction; one for each element of fiction from the beginning, one for each element of 

fiction from the middle, and one for each element of fiction from the end. (Minimum 18 

journal entries) 
 

 Setting 

 Characterization 

 Point of View 

 Conflict 

 Symbolism 

 Theme 
 

1. You need either a spiral notebook, composition book, or loose leaf paper. Your 

journal should consist of two columns. The first column should include the quotes and 

their page numbers; the second column should provide your detailed explanation/ 

commentary for each quote. Divide the notebook paper in half vertically (from top to 

bottom). This can be done by folding the page or drawing a line. Whatever you 

choose, you will need some sort of divider in the center. 
 

2. Each side of the paper has a different function. 

 The Left Side –This is the side for the quotes from the book that illustrate the 

elements of fiction listed above. You must include the page number from 

which the information comes. 

 The Right Side – This is the side for your own reactions, reflections, and responses 

to the questions on the chart on the next page. Be sure to read through the list 

of questions before writing your response to the quote. I am looking for insight, 

which is shown when you consider the how and why as well as the overall 

purpose and effect. (see chart to understand what I mean by this) 
 

3. Check to ensure that you have a minimum of 18 significant quotes (3 each for the 

listed elements of fictions above) that come from the beginning, middle, and end of 

your novel. DO NOT include only quotes from the first chapter. Also, does your 

double entry journal format look like the example on page 4? It should.  
 

Tips and Tricks: 
 

 Don’t procrastinate on doing your log. It is hard to log several chapters at one time. 

Keep it current. 

 Don’t be afraid to go back and add to your log. Sometimes, you may miss something, 

like characterization. Go back and add it to the log for that chapter. 

 Read with a pen or highlighter. If you own the book, write important thoughts in the 

margins and then add it to the log when you finish. ANNOTATE, ANNOTATE, 

ANNOTATE!!!! 
 



Questions to Guide Your DEJ Responses: 
 

Element of Fiction Things to think about for annotating and journal entries 

Setting  What elements of the setting are emphasized? What does this 

add to the story? 

 What mood is set via the elements of setting? How does the quote 

      show this mood? 

 How is the setting important to the plot (events & characters) of 

the novel? 

 How does the setting affect the characters? Are elements of the 

setting associated with particular characters? 

 Are elements of the setting part of the conflict? What is the 

     purpose of this? 

Characterization  What does the character do? Say? Think? Want? What effect 

does this have on other characters? 

 How does the character change over the course of the story in     

response to conflict? 

 What do other characters think and say about the character? 

     Why is this significant? 

Point of View  Who is telling the story? Why is that important? 

 What is the narrator’s role in the story? 

 How does this choice of narrator help/hurt the story?  

 Whose thoughts and feelings do we know? Why is that  

             important? 

Conflict  What is the main character trying to overcome (something inside 

him/herself, another character, society, or the environment)? 

What effect does this have on the story, other characters, 

himself/herself? 

 Is the problem emotional (based on feelings like abandonment, 

fear, grief) physical (a need to go somewhere, a fist fight, a climb 

up a mountain) or ethical? Why is this problem significant? 

Symbolism  Identify the symbols that are represented in the book 

     and explain what symbolic significance they 

     serve. 
Theme  What is the lesson the author is teaching or the observation the 

author is making about the subject? 

 

Be sure to handwrite your assignment--no typed assignments will be accepted. 
 

After you have completed the work, please attach a final page to your journal, and write the 

following statement on it: 
 

I promise and declare that the work contained within this Double-Entry 

Journal is my own honest and original effort. I have neither given nor 

received help in completing this project. 
 

Sign your name and the date you finish this assignment. Then, have your parent or guardian 

sign and date as well. 



DEJ FORMAT AND RESPONSES EXAMPLE: 
 

Student Name ______________________________ Teacher __________________________________ 
 

“My Life in Dog Years” by Gary Paulsen 
 

 Quote & page number  

Setting (the time and place of a work 

of literature) “Had the town been 

larger I might have hidden from them, 

or found a different route. But there 

was only a small uptown section and 

it was impossible for me to avoid 

them” (40). 

 Commentary/explanation/analysis  

This size of the town Paulsen lived in greatly 

contributed to the issue he dealt with. It was not 

small enough for strangers to really care, and not 

big enough for him to become truly invisible, 

which forces him to associate with others and 

step outside of his comfort zone.  

Character: “Much of my childhood I 

was alone. Family troubles – my 

parents were drunks – combined with 

a devastating shyness and a 

complete lack of social skills to ensure 

 a life of solitude” (19).  

External Conflict (a struggle between 

the character and opposing force): 

“You think there is time to react, that 

the ice will give way slowly and you’ll 

be able to hang on to the edge, 

somehow able to struggle to safety. 

It’s not that way at all. It’s as if you 

were suddenly standing on air. The 

bottom drops out and you go down” 

 (5).  

Internal Conflict (a struggle within the 

character): “The secondary force, the 

force that kicks in whenever I visit a 

dog pound, roared into my mind, the 

force that says, ‘If you don’t take him, 

 who will?’” (68).  

Theme (a major, central idea in a 

work of literature): “I am - I say this 

with some pride and not a little 

wonder – a dog person. They are 

wonderful and, I think mandatory for 

a human decent life” (1-2). 

Because Paulsen had a difficult childhood, he was 

forced to remain isolated. This is the main reason 

Paulsen seems to enjoy spending time with animals, 

preferably dogs, rather than people.  

This quote describes a nearly fatal accident that 

Paulsen had when he was out trapping in the 

Alaskan wilderness with only his sled dogs as his 

companions. His description illustrates how 

human’s survival is at the whim of nature.  

This internal conflict causes Paulsen to adopt dog 

after dog. He is overcome with empathy and the 

need to care for these discarded animals. 

Understanding this about Paulsen makes the reader 

connect with the character on a more emotional 

level. 

Paulsen has a true devotion to animals, especially 

the dogs in his life. He believes they help to make 

him a better person. Throughout this novel, he 

repeatedly reinforces his opinion that his life would 

not have been as enjoyable without his canine 

companions. 
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